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Sudarshana Dwipa

The heart of Maha&Bharat i1s Srimad Bhagvad Gita, which is illustrated in Bhishma
Parva (6th Parva) from Chapter 25&42- These 18 chapters comprising of 700 shalokas are
world famous and they contain essence of the philosophy described in Srimad Bhagavatam-
In the same Bhishma Parva] let us go to Chapter&5 and read from Shloka 13&17-
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Sanjay explains to King Dhritrastra about our Earth planet.

Sanjay says that Kuru-Nandan — this Bharat-Khand is called Sudarshana-dwipa and it looks beau-
tiful to the eyes. Being circular, it looks like the disc of the Lord and it is attached to the cycle of time
(chakra) in the form of a disc presided over by Bhagavan Sudarshana (5.13).

This Sudharshan dwip has different types of rivers full of water, high mountains touching the
clouds, many different type of cities, many delightful provinces, and full of trees of flowers and fruits.
This dwip has many different types of opulence. This salt-water ocean is everywhere on this dwip
(5.14-15).

[The next sholoka 16th has been translated differently or its meaning is purported in two differ-
ent fashion.]
(1)  As one sees their own face in the mirror, one can see Sudharshan dwip in Chandra-Mandal
(Moon) (5.16).
(2)  As one sees their own face in the mirror, Sudharshan dwip is seen from the Chandra Mandal
(Moon) as (5.16) :

This earth of Bharat-Khand has two parts. One part looks like two leaves of Peepal tree and the
other part looks like a large hare (Rabbit) with one small Peepal tree leave. It is surrounded with an
assembly of many different types of medicinal and deciduous plants.

Besides these portions, rests are all water and I explained this in very short (5.17).
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The first line of Shloka 17 is the most mysterious and it perplexed the Thiruvenkata Swami (19th
Century) of Shri Ramunuja Sampradaya as what peepal leave and hare (large Rabbit) has to do with
the geography of the earth as said in this line. He started to do the meditation and prayed to Lord
Krishna to reveal its meaning. Finally, by the divine inspiration, he sketched the drawing of the two
peepal leaves in one side and a hare with small peepal leave on the other half.

He was still mystified by the meanings of the peepal leaves and a hare and their connection with
the Earth planet as seen from the moon.

But, when he turned the paper upside down, he immediately saw the connection. The hare (rabbit)
perfectly corresponded with Europe, Asia and Africa. While the peepal leaves corresponded with
North America and South America. The smaller leave corresponded to Australia.

These continents comprise our earth which Maha-Bharata calls it as Bharat Khand.
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The famous "Blue Marble" shot of Earth was taken on Dec 7, 1972 by the crew of Apollo 17 on
their way to moon. With the Sun at their back, they had a perfectly lit view of the blue planet. But,
when NASA published the shot, they had to tilt the photograph upside down to align it with the
present-day map to which we are familiar.

This mysterious first line of the Shloka 5.17 is very cryptic and it could only be deciphered when
Thiruvenkata Swami prayed to Lord Krishna to reveal its meaning.

Vishnu Puran also says that our earth is Bharat-Khand with a diameter of 8000 miles which is
close to actual 7,917.5 miles as per scientific calculations.

Baba Maharaj says that each and every shloka of Gita (that to of Maha-Bharata) is divine and if
someone can understand and inculcate the meaning of even one shloka of Gita in their life, they can
get over this immense ocean of the material misery.

Reference:

"Vedic Cosmos — Full documentary" published on https://youtu.be/2NFKFBEaCtM
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