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Devotion - Attained By The Mercy Of Great Saints

H.H. RAMESH BABAJI MAHARAJA

rahiiganaitat tapasa na yati
na cejyaya nirvapanad grhad va
na cchandasa naiva jalagni-suryair

vina mahat-pada-rajo-’bhisekam
Bh. 5.12.12.
My dear King Rahiigana, unless one has the opportunity to smear
his entire body with the dust of the lotus feet of great devotees, one
cannot realize the Absolute Truth. One cannot realize the Absolute

Truth simply by observing celibacy [brahmacarya], strictly following

the rules and regulations of householder life, leaving home as a

vanaprastha, accepting sannyasa, or undergoing severe penances

in winter by keeping oneself submerged in water or surrounding
oneself in summer by fire and the scorching heat of the sun. There

/ are many other processes to understand the Absolute Truth, but the

/  Absolute Truth is only revealed to one who has attained the mercy of

a great devotee.

j Saint Kabir dasa Ji was a maha-purusa, a great devotee of the
Lord, a perfected soul, whereas | am an ordinary living entity. | don’t
have any perfection or realization. | am walking towards the Lord with
my eyes closed. It is said, that one can proceed on this path of bhakti
only by closing the eyes. We cannot see the Absolute truth with these
eyes.

/ In front of us is a world, which is false. The truth is only the Lord who
is present everywhere but cannot be percieved. How can then we
proceed towards something that we cannot see? Lord Brahma in his
prayers to the Lord SrT Krsna said:

: tvam bhav-yoga-paribhavita-hrt-saroja

asse sruteksita-patho nanu natha pumsam
yad-yad-dhiya ta urugaya vibhavayanti
tat-tad-vapuh pranayase sad-anugrahaya
Bh. 3.9.11.
O my Lord, Your devotees can see You through the ears by the
process of bona fide hearing, and thus their hearts become
cleansed, and You take Your seat there. You are so merciful to Your
devotees that You manifest Yourself in the particular eternal form of
transcendence in which they always think of You.

Here in this verse it is particularly mentioned: tvam
bhav-yoga-paribhavita. This indicates the efficiency achieved
through execution of matured devotional service, or prema, love of
Godhead. This state of prema is achieved by the gradual process of
development from faith to love. On faith one associates with bona
fide devotees, and by such association one can become engaged in
bona fide devotional service, this is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita
(4.11): ye yathda mam prapadyante tarms tathaiva bhajamy aham.
Krsna rewards all the devotees equally, according to their different

intensities of love for Him. In the material world, the same
reciprocations of feelings are there, and they are equally exchanged
by the Lord with the different types of worshipers. The pure devotees
both here and in the transcendental abode associate with Him in
person and are able to render personal service to the Lord and thus
derive transcendental bliss in His loving service.




The Lord is present. Although, He is not seen but we have
trust that the Lord exists. When the heart is filled with love for the
Lord, then the Lord makes His appearance in such a purified
heart. And how does the heart become filled with devotion? This,
Devotion to Lord, Sr Krsna in the form of hearing and chanting
His glories is obtained through the association of Saints.

A Saint is not simply one who changes the cloth to white or
saffron. A Saint is someone whose heart is full devotion for the
Lord. In turn, through association of such a bhakta, devotee of
Lord ST Krsna, one can attain true devotion unto the Lord and
not just merely through the performance of austerities and
penances etc.

In the beginning verse, Jada Bharataji is explaining to King
Rahugana that neither by performance of austerities, great
sacrifices, giving of charity can one obtain the loving association
and service of ST Bhagavan. Nor, by followingthe household
principles recommended in the $astra like being loyal to one’s
wife or chaste to the husband, can one obtain the Lord.

First of all, the householder principles and austerities
recommended in the $astra are difficult to follow in Kali-yuga.
Chhanda means the vedas. Even by studying the Vedas, the
Lord cannot be obtained. Worshiping water means taking bath in
Holy waters. Worshiping fire means the performance of
sacrifice. Worship of the sun is the chanting of the Gayatri
mantra. None of these processes by themselves are sufficient
enough to award pure devotional mentality necessary to attain
the association of the Lord.

Then, Lord be obtained?
mahat-pada-rajo-bhisekam Never having meared
oneself with the dust from the lotus feet of Great Vasnavas. But,
by the association of a great saint, a maha-purusa. Approach
him and bathe in the dust of his feet. This means by taking
shelter of him and by taking to heart his instructions.

how can the vina

without

As there is the shelter of the Lord, in the same way there is
the shelter of devotees. The difference is that the Lord is not
seen but the devotee can be seen. So, how one may identify
such a saint, a maha-purusa? Is it someone who has matted
locks of hair, or one who performs great austerities, should he be
a householder, a vanaprastha or a sannyasi? How can it be
known that he is a great soul, a great saint?

The real identification of a great Saint is only through one
quality. It is not dependent on whether one is a householder or
sannyasi, neither on the performance of austerities, nor on the
scholarly study of the Vedas. The great saint is one who has
personally experienced and realized the Absolute Truth, the real
substance. That substance is far from the Vedas and rare to be
found in all religions, but one who has discovered and realized
that, is a great Saint.

Kabir dasaiji did not receive any formal education. He was an
illiterate. He stated that he never touched pen and paper. He
mentioned this in his composition, ‘| never touched pen or ink in
my whole life.” Kabir dasaji did not go to any school to learn
reading and writing. But he is recognized as a great saint, a
maha-purusa.

He stated, "You speak the information that you have studied
in the book, but | explain what | have seen with my own eyes and
realized.'
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The self-realized brahmana Jada Bharata describes the
symptoms of pure devotees:
yatrottamasloka-gunanuvadah
prastuyate gramya-katha-vighatah
nisevyamano nudinam mumuksor
matim satiim yacchati vasudeve
Bh. 5.12.13

Who are the pure devotees mentioned here? In an assembly
of pure devotees, there is no question of discussing material
subjects like politics and sociology. In an assembly of pure
devotees, there is discussion only of the qualities, forms and
pastimes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He is praised
and worshiped with full attention. In the association of pure
devotees, by constantly hearing such topics respectfully, even a
person who wants to merge into the existence of the Absolute
Truth abandons this idea and gradually becomes attached to the
service of Vasudeva.

The symptoms of pure devotees are described in this verse. The
pure devotee is never interested in material topics. St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has strictly prohibited His devotees to talk about
worldly matters. Gramya-varta na kahibe: one should not indulge
in talking unnecessarily about news of the material world. One
should not waste time in this way. This is a very important feature
in the life of a devotee. A devotee has no other ambition than to
serve Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Uttamasloka
is a name of the Lord. Sloka means glory. Uttama means exalted.
So the Lord has the topmost glories. That is the Lord. Wherever
the glory of the Lord is sung, that is the assembly of pure
devotees.

'Where do you live? Where have you come from?' There are
no mundane discussions. All
gramya-kathd, mundane gossip: Mother, father, wife, husband,
brother, sister, son; wherever they sit they discuss mundane
topics. This is called gramya-katha.

prastuyate gramya-katha-vighatah

Never take part in materialistic discussions and do nothing
else; neither austerity, so called religious practices, vanaprastha,
nor sannyasa will do. Srimad Bhagavatam rejects all this. Simply
hear Krsna-katha. Go wherever the glory of the Lord is sung and
avoid materialistic talks.

Yes, this will make your life successful, just simply go on
hearing Krsna-katha. What will this do? By simply listening to the
glory of the Lord, day and night, the Lord will come and reside in
your intelligence. Automatically, your intelligence will become
absorbed in SrT Bhagavan.

This position cannot be achieved by austerity, taking bath in a
holy place, or chanting the Gayatri mantra. Merely by practice of
these sadhanas one’s intelligence will not be connected with the
Lord. However, one’s intelligence will only be engaged in the
Lord’s service, when one hears Krsna-katha in the association of
devotees, 24 hours a day. Something, that is not obtained even by
millions of years of austerity. Only by living in such a situation can
one obtain this great fortune. Therefore, this should definitely be
done as far as possible. Every day, every moment, without any
gap one should remember the Lord in the association of His dear
devotees. m

over the world we find this
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I'M MY ONLY FEAR

YOU'RE MY ONLY SAVIOUR

Dr. RadhaMadhav Das

evam sva-karma-patitar bhava-vaitaranyam
anyonya-janma-maranasana-bhita-bhitam
pasyan janam sva-para-vigraha-vaira-maitram
hanteti paracara piprhi midham adya

Bh. 7.9.41
Prahalad maharaj said, my dear Lord, You are always

transcendentally situated in pure spiritual realm, on the other
side of the river of death, but because of the reactions of our
own activities evarm sva-karma-patitarh , we are suffering in
this world of duality on this side. Indeed, we have fallen into
this river and are repeatedly suffering the pains of birth and
death and eating horrible things. Now kindly look upon us —
not only upon me but also upon all others who are suffering—
and by Your causeless mercy and compassion, deliver us
and maintain us.

After Hiranyakasipu was killed, the Lord continued to be
very angry, and the demigods, headed by Lord Brahma, could
not pacify Him. Even mother Laksmi, the goddess of fortune,
the constant companion of Narayana, could not dare come
before Lord Nrsimhadeva. Then Lord Brahma asked
Prahlada Maharaja to go forward and pacify the Lord’s anger.
Prahlada Maharaja, being confident of the affection of his

master, Lord Nrsimhadeva, was not afraid at all. He very

“~

gravely appeared before the Lord’s lotus feet and offered
Him respectful obeisances. Lord Nrsimhadeva, being very
much affectionate toward Prahlada Maharaja, put His hand
on Prahlada’s head, and because of being personally
touched by the Lord, Prahlada Maharaja immediately
achieved brahma-jfiana, spiritual knowledge. Thus he
offered his prayers to the Lord in full spiritual knowledge and

full devotional ecstasy.
Prahlada Maharaja said, it is very clear my Lord, neither

You ever desire for anyone to get entangeled in karmic
reactions of this world nor does Your illusory potency
inspires Jivas towards sense gratification. It is only by one’s
own deeds evam sva-karma-patitam that one reaps good
and/or bad resultant reactions and thus, remains shackled in
the sansara-chakra, cycle of repeated birth and death.

Prahlada Maharaja, a pure Vaisnava, prays to the Lord
not only for himself but for all other suffering living entities.
There are two classes of Vaisnavas — the bhajananandis
and gosthy-anandis. The bhajananandis worship the Lord
only for their own personal benefit, but the gosthy-anandis
try to elevate all others to Krsna consciousness so that they
may be saved.

Prahlada Maharaja continues, O my Lord, O Supreme
Personality of Godhead, original spiritual master of the entire
world, what is the difficulty for You, who manages the affairs

of the universe, in delivering the fallen souls engaged in Your
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devotional service? You are the friend of all suffering
humanity, and for great personalities it is necessary to show
mercy to the foolish. Therefore | think that You will show Your
causeless mercy to persons like us, who engage in Your
service.

People often make lame excuses, | want to practice
devotional life but? My parents do not understand, my wife
does not support, my sons stop me, my work restricts me and
so on. Poor fellows do not know that the first and foremost
opposition offered to us is by our very own Mind. Thats why |
often say,”I'm my only fear. The world will oppose us later,
first its our own mind, attached to the body and bodily concept
of life. Once, this enemy is defeated, others are already won
over. Lord Sri Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita

uddhared atmanatmanam natmanam avasadayet

atmaiva hy atmano bandhur atmaiva ripur atmanah
B.G. 6.5

One must deliver himself with the help of his mind, and
not degrade himself. The mind is the friend of the conditioned
soul and his enemy as well. For him who has conquered the
mind, the mind is the best of friends; but for one who has
failed to do so, his mind will remain the greatest enemy.

The fact is, it is not at all difficult to attain the Lord, if we
can understand a simple thing as to not remain overtly
attached to worldly relations and so called assets and
possessions but, on the contrary attach our heart and mind to
the Lord and His devotees. Sukadeva Gosvami says, in the
5th Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam

magara-daratmaja-vitta-bandhusu
sango yadi syad bhagavat-priyesu nah
yah prana-vrttya paritusta atmavan
siddhyaty addran na tathendriya-priyah
Bh. 5.18.10.

My dear Lord, we pray that we may never feel attraction
for the prison of family life, consisting of home, wife, children,
friends, bank balance, relatives and so on. If we do have
some attachment,let it be for devotees, whose only dear
friend is Krsna. A person who is actually self-realized and
who has controlled his mind is perfectly satisfied with the bare
necessities of life. He does not try to gratify his senses. Such

a person quickly advances in Krsna consciousness, whereas
others, who are too attached to material things, find

advancement very difficult.
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Maharaja Bharata was one such great personality. Not
only, was he a very pious and righteous king but at the same
time a realized soul and a devotee of Lord Sri Krsna.

yo dustyajan dara-sutan suhrd rajyam hrdi-sprsah
Jjahau yuvaiva malavaduttamasloka-lalasah
Bh. 5.14.43.

While in the prime of life, the great Maharaja Bharata
gave up everything because he was fond of serving the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Uttamasloka. He gave up
his beautiful wife, nice children, great friends and an
enormous empire. Although these things were very difficult to
give up, Maharaja Bharata was so exalted that he gave them
up just as one gives up stool after evacuating. Such was the
greatness of His Majesty. The path indicated by Maharaja
Bharata is like the path followed by Garuda, the carrier of the
Lord, and ordinary kings are just like flies. Flies cannot follow
the path of Garuda, and to date none of the great kings and
victorious leaders could follow this path of devotional service,
not even mentally. Lord Sri Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita

bhogaisvarya-prasaktanam tayapahrta-cetasam
vyavasayatmika buddhih samadhau na vidhiyate
B.G. 2.44

In the minds of those who are too attached to sense
enjoyment and material opulence, and who are bewildered
by such things, the resolute determination for devotional
service to the Supreme Lord does not take place.

As long as the material body exists, there are actions
and reactions in the material modes. One has to learn
tolerance in the face of dualities such as happiness and
distress, or cold and warmth, and by tolerating such dualities
become free from anxieties regarding gain and loss. This
full

consciousness when one is fully dependent on the good will

transcendental position is achieved in Krsna
of Krsna and surrenders ones life at the lotus feet of the all
loving Lord and accepts Him and only Him as his

Shelter—The Saviour. m

To safe guard one’s false ego is wrong.

It means we have not taken shelter of the Absolute Truth.
We have taken shelter of Maya.
H.H.Ramesh Babaji Maharaj
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Our Nature and Karmo Ki Gati - 1

Each one of us is born with a baggage of our own
Karma that we have been carrying forward from our millions
of past lives. Consider identical twins, who sometimes have
very different nature from each other even though they
supposedly share all of their DNA. Why does one twin get
cancer while the other stays healthy? Our nature is shaped
under the heavy weight of mountains of our Karmas. It is
generally observed that person's nature does not change,
even for those people who have been on the path of
Krishna-Bhakti from past several years / decades. Then
what to talk about of the people, who are engrossed in four
common activities found in humans as well as animals —
eating, sleeping, mating and defending. It is extremely
difficult to understand the Karmo Ki Gati (The Laws of
Karmas). Many a times, they perplex us and we can't
understand it through logic or scientific explanation.

Matibul was returning from work on the morning of
August 10, 2016 in Delhi and was hit by an auto-rickshaw.
He bled to death for 90 minutes without receiving any help
from anyone. One person, who came near him, fled with his
mobile instead of providing any help to dying Matibul. The
co-pilot Andreas Lubitz, of Germanwings flight 9525,
crashes the airplane north-west of Nice, France on March
24, 2015 and all 144 passengers perish in the mountains of
the French Alps. Why did Lubitz do it and what was the fault
of 144 passengers? What was the fault of Matibul that he
met such a tragic death and nobody came to take him to the
hospital? What will be the fate of all those, who passed by
the Matibul and saw him dying but did not provide any help?
What will happen to that person, who took away his mobile
instead of providing any help? These are all Karmo-Ki-Gati
and no matter what sociological, mental and scientific
explanation we try to put forward, it is very difficult to
understand them or speculate as those are beyond the
education that we get in our professional career. A person,
who accumulated wealth through illegal means seems to
enjoy full life in spite of having all vices in this life time

Vikram Ji
North carolina USA

whereas a poor woman, who remained pious throughout her
life with strict observance of Eikadasis throughout her life
suffered loss of husband in very early age and never got any
happiness from her son. A mother having 9 children dies
alone in her house without anyone remaining by her side in
her last moments. What was her fault and did she deserve
such a death with no-assistance from any of her children?
Did that woman really deserve unhappiness in life even
after observing all Eikadasis throughout her life? When we
remain in our day-to-day life following the four common
principles of eating, sleeping, mating and defending, we
do not know what we are doing, where we are going or
what we are chasing in life? Knowing our own nature and
understanding Karmo-Ki-Gati is extremely difficult. Our
current education system teaches us the laws of Physics,
Sociology, Chemistry, Quantum Mechanics, Astronomy,
Mathematics etc., but it has no curriculum to advance our
knowledge for things that we seem to know naturally right
from our birth that we had our past lives, we have our
ancient religion — Sanatan Dharma and we all bear the
consequences of our own Karmas. We all know these at a
very high surface level without any deep understanding
and knowledge. We, even, do not think about them as they
are very low priority in our life. The utmost priority is to get
a quality education preferably from a topmost institute or
preferably from an American university; get married to a
well-educated earning wife, get one son and daughter,
possibly immigrate to a wealthy country like America,
Canada, Australia or UK, get a nice modern car, get all
comforts of life including a big house, 91-inch digital TV, go
site-seeing, merry-making and party with friends and
family. We go to temples when we need it. Most of the
time, it is for asking something from that almighty God to
bestow us with our long-list of demands and we, in-return,
promise to do something for that almighty God as if He is
lacking in His opulence. We may earn a six figure income
but doling out a note of Rs. 500 seems like a mountain of
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pious activity that we have done. We take a sankalp to do a
Satya-Narayan Katha, if that God fulfills our desires. As a
goodwill of gesture towards that God, we sometime get a
room built in some Dharamshala, feed people who need food,
giving bananas and legumes to monkeys, etc. When in
trouble and on the advice caring friends and well-wishers, we
run to Lord Shani Dev temple for getting rid of
Shani-ki-sadhe-saati ill-effects. We, all, do these activities to
feel good and think that we did something really good and
then we go and talk about these to others to encourage them.
We invite priests to our homes for pujas for well-being of
family, good health, and most importantly for getting a
well-paying job or business to get good wealth. We also buy
lottery tickets with a promise of returning 10% to temple, if we
win. We also go to Tirumala temple to make God our
percentage partner in our business. This is all what our
parents taught us and that is what we do in our lives and this
chakra continues for life and we inculcate same sanskaars to
our kids. When we started our life as a new born, we had our
own personal unique nature and this never changes
throughout the life. We had unique qualities to get angry, grab
somebody's opportunity to advance in life, feeling very happy
on our accomplishments, lamenting on our losses, feeling
happy on someone else losses, boasting about how much
donations we did to a charity or a temple, always craving for
self-recognition, fighting for rights, doing best for the family,
running again to temples for seeking protection by doing
some anusthaan through priest for the things that were not in
our control, and sometime defeating enemies by invoking
mantras through a sorcerer. No matter how much religiosity
and spirituality we may practice, our nature does not change
and it remains the same. Our nature is not the making of one
life time — it is the culmination of previous millions of lives that
we had lived and our Karmas have shaped our nature and
that is why the siblings of twins have very different nature.
Can we change our nature? The answer is that it is next to
virtually impossible. Many people may claim that they have
successfully changed their nature but in fact it was the habits.
Seeing a complete change in the nature of someone is like
seeing a stone getting melt at room temperature and taking a
different shape. It is not in the strength of an individual or will
power to change their own nature through their own efforts. It
won't happen no matter how hard we may try. Of course,
impossible also says that | am possible and there is a solution
— which is to learn in-depth the authentic principles and
techniques of their implementation from someone who is a
knower as well as practitioner of this subject. Didn't we learn
our education from a system by spending many years and
going through a curriculum but Alas! We can't find this course
in our modern education system or even from topmost

institutions. Only one out of thousands seeks to know this
truth. But again, the Karmo ki Gati takes him to the level of
Guru that he deserves based upon his own nature. In today's
world of high speed dissemination of information, we are
bombarded even in the field of spirituality with many spiritual
paths beamed to our bedrooms through TV channels. How
do we know which path will deliver us beyond this
insurmountable bhav-saagar? Is there a thermometer to
measure? Can that TV channel Guru deliver us from this
material nature or maaya (one that does not exist)? What is
the guarantee? How do we measure ourselves and the TV
channel Guru? Will this happen in this life time or will we have
to take many millions of more lives to get that awakening?
There are no easy answers and even the guarantee that we
will get what we are hankering for. What is the path? Why am
| in this deep anxiety? Why my nature does not change even
how hard | try? How do | know that Supreme Soul is
bestowing His mercy upon me? Is it happiness, good wealth,
happy family life or good health? Who can show me the
mirror? Will | get trapped in the maya of TV channels? How
do | know that one who professes to be a Guru is also the
practitioner of his own teachings or not? Is there a difference
between what he says and does in actual life? It is very
difficult in this age to have these questions arise in anybody's
mind. First — given the fact that we all work like donkeys from
dawn to dusk for the stomach and let alone think about one's
own nature and Karmo Ki Gati. Second — our conditioning in
this world of constant struggle and suffering is so powerful
that we cling to each other and live and die in same well.
While living in that well, we have some degree of superficial
knowledge that there exists a vast ocean outside our well but
our family members always discourage us to get out of the
well and to go near that ocean. They fear to lose us as who
will take care of them. Just few out of thousands ventures out
of the well but much to the chagrin of our family members, we
get drowned in that unfathomable ocean. We become an
example for others not to venture out to that vast ocean. Who
is that Guru on whose ship we can ride and traverse this
unfathomable ocean (bhav-saagar)? Who is that Guru, who
can command us to tread on the right path on which he
himself has taken his arduous journey and is a personified
example — whose words go deep in the heart having a
potential of changing one's nature, which is like melting a
stone at room temperature.
(To be continued in next edition ...)
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31.10.2016 | AR |[MaeAYeT| g=rad |Afex 99 |

01.11.2016 |Fierar | fgdfm | S | oriiifa, SR ARERER, SR B HS), AR |
02.11.2016 | ggaR | T [eROMeR  |Sivan, S, =i, ¥R, Q19 Sl O |feR, fobelr, 9wl |
03112016 | ToaR | agedt | AFS  |FI@M, Hra omH, BIUR, WY, gedl, 9is |
04.11.2016 | YEHaR | =gl [diEwrsT |TTS¥, TS, Tol, RGN, WiEEsT |

05112016 | TFEAR| U=rl [Sooll | g=meR, S7dRAlL, 19 Sl HfeR |

06.112016 | IfAaR | U e [WeRn 998, gvewr, oM, fRERer |

07.11.2016 | IR | wwH | w1 SIS °le, Helad RN @, AT Ndl, TR AR, Y Toidl, Thd, IR,

qreroll JfaR, BRI °1e, 918 |
08.11.2016 |HTIaR | 3rseHT AFie  |fRamsm, S, Beiid, IRET, Al (ATbSTaT 9 FEHRR), AHIG |

09.11.2016 | ggaR | Ta#! A |ANUTAYR, SITSTHUE], JIR1, BiSy, RSl Ugl, | |

10.11.2016 | THarR | ST UBNl  |99IR, 9B, BRI, U8B |

11.11.2016 | YehaR [ UpbreRN | Yo [Madus aReHAr |

12.11.2016 | IIF@ER| gresll | wemadl |wam g, ams, S99, o, Hamac! |

13.11.2016 | AR | FEEN | ef@lel |, gaTact, cidrel |

14.11.2016 | AHAR | Fgal | @WE M L9, STSER, USAdTST, WIE |

15.11.2016 | Aol | Afeuar | fegdl |l o1dl, HeAEvs, eiyR, eRAER, <9 WRIaR, TE, I9HE, sRER, & @

arel, sffees |
16.11.2016 |§gaR | fadiiam | HeRARI [QreligR, o=IUT, o1 aRiell, HARATT |
17.11.2016 | THAR | Tl PMEl__[AI8HR, TR UBTS], dh—dP RS, TI1 RIS _|

18.11.2016 | gepaR | =gedi BET [IRPAT TUA — UGEH, IHYR, AP, ARRIRGHE], galadl, Tfd<ol, SHrs
RERAANRICAT, W1, AISTHATeA], AETABASN |
19.11.2016 | AMTAR [T, TS RET  |HdTS], HaAGs!, Jel, IR, AR |

RIawR 2016
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