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Vrajati gacchati itivrajah — that which moves around
is Vraja. This is the original understanding of the word
Vraja. The places where Nanda Baba dwelt and moved
around with his cows, calves, family and associates are
all called Vraja. “Vrajantigavahyasminnativrajah — the
land where the cows, cowherd men and women wander
is known as Vraja.” Vraja particularly denotes the land
of the Supreme Person Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna’s
pastimes. SrimadBhagavatam gives a deeply moving
description of vraja:

punyabatavraja-bhuvoyadayariny-linga

gidhahpurana-purusovana-citra-malyah
gahpalayansaha-balahkvanayams ca venum
vikridayarnicatigiritra-ramarcitanghrih

Bh. 10.44.13.

O sakhi, just see how greatly fortunate and blessed
are the tracts of land in Vraja, for there the primeval
Personality of Godhead, disguising Himself with human
traits, wanders about, enacting His many pastimes!
Adorned with wonderfully variegated forest garlands,
He whose feet are worshiped by Lord Siva and goddess
Rama vibrates His flute as He tends the cows in the
company of Balarama.

Although Sri Bhagavan’s nama (names), rupa (form),
dhama (abode), I1la (pastimes), guna (attributes) and
jana (pure devotees), are all on the same platform, still,
it has been declared by rasikavaisnavas experts in tasting
rasa, that, the most simple and sublime way to approach
Sri Bhagavan is through the dhama. Even though taking
shelter of Sri nama is very easy, it cannot be chanted
24 hours a day as one needs to sleep. So, neither it is
possible to chant hari-nama incessantly, as one may not
be situated on such an elevated state of consciousness
nor is it possible to meditate on the form or continuously
glorify the qualities of Sri Bhagavan. Again, it is not
feasible to uninterruptedly sing the glorious Iilas of the
Supreme Person and at the same time it is difficult to
have uninterrupted access and service of the jana as
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well. Hence, the saints clearly advise that one should
take shelter of the dhama, and be reliant on it. While in
dhama, you are there in all conditions. When you sleep
you are in the dhama and when you wake up you still are
in the dhama.

Shatakkaar has mentioned hundreds of $lokas in this
regard. He has gone to the extent of saying;

diire caitanya caranah,

kaliravirbhiinmahan

krsnaprema kathamprapyo,

vind vrindavane ratim

Vrindavan mahiamritam

All the acaryas have already left. The very air that
touched them could deliver the fallen jiva’s caught up
in conditioned life of material existence. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Sri VallabhacaryaMahaprabhu, Swami
Haridasaji, Sri HitharivanshjiMaharaj, Mahavanikar-
Hari Vyasaji are all gone. How can one obtain Krsna
prema now? Shatakkaar says that the only thing one can
resort to now is the “dust of Vraja” Vrndavana raja , the
dhama raja.

Even in SivaUpasana it is stated;
kashyammarnanmuktih. If you cannot do much, just go
and die in Kasi.

The same is found in Rama Upasana :
bamdaii avadha purt ati pavani,
sarajii sari kali kalusanasavani.
R.C.M.B. 16
These are the bare facts. The glories of the dhama
hold true in all yugas including the present age of Kali-
yuga and even at the time of the pralaya, partial or
complete annihilation. It destroys the vices of Kali-yuga.
A visual proof is the number of people visiting thedhama
every year. On the very day of guru-purnima millions
come to pay there respects to Sri Giri-Goverdhana.
Similarly, millions come to Vrndavana, Gokul, Barsana -
specially during Holi and Radhastami, Nandgaon, Dauyji,
Kamyavan, and Mathura. Millions upon millions visit
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the dhama every year to reap the benefits of its potencies.
This is a practical proof that dhama is alleviating the
devotees from the vices of Kali-yuga. The same holds
true for Awadh dhama.
pranavail pura nara nari bahort,
mamtd jinha para prabhuhi na thort
R.C.M.B. 16

One should pay obeisance’s to the people who live
in the dhama. They are the ‘transformed loved ones’,
beloved of Sri Bhagavan - just by the virtue of their
taking shelter of the dhama.

A very special aspect of the dhama is that even the
most unpardonable, unforgiveable offence is exculpated
by the mercy of thedhama. A mere rajaka, washerman
had made a great offence towards Bhagavati Sita by
commenting that Rama could not be Ramafor accepting
His wife Stta back. He was not alone, as he had
encouraged an entire community who harbored such ill
feelings. However, all of them were pardoned of their
deplorable offence by the mercy of the dhama, just as a
mother pardons the many offences of her child against
herself.

siya nimdaka agha ogha nasae,
loka bisoka banai basae.
R.C.M.B. 35

The most merciful dhama obliterated this great
wave of transgressions by this group of offenders
against mother Sita , they were pardoned by the most
merciful nature of dhama. This is the greatest proof
of the unimaginable potencies of the dhama, as they all
remained and lived in the dhama.

daras aparasamajjana aru pand,

harai papa kaha beda purana
Merely by staying in this prakata-dhama, one attains the
nitya-dhama.

rama dhamaddapurt suhavani,

loka samasta bidita ati pavani

cari khani jaga jiva apara,

avadha tajé tanu nahi sarsara

R.CM.U. 4

If one cannot do much, one should at least go to the
dhama and die there. The glories of the dhama are sung
by even Lord Himself. Lord Rama glorified Awadha-
dhama to his beloved associates when he was returning
from Lanka. He said that although Vaikuntha is most
absolute and is glorified by the Vedas and the Puranas,
Awadha is far more superior even though it is just a puri
and appears mundane on bhurloka. The same has also
been said about Vraja:

aho madhupurt dhanya vaikunthachchagariyast.
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or
Jjadyapi saba baikumtha bakhana,
veda purana bidita jagu jana
avadhapurt sam priya nahi soii,
yaha prasamga janai kou koii
RCM.UA4

This concept is beyond the grasp of most to have
such $raddha, and such nistha. One may be a great scholar
or even a truly renounced person, but such nistha, firm
faith is rarely seen. Lord Rama himself says that such
nistha is very difficult to achieve.

Jjanmabhiimi mama purt suhavani,
uttara disi baha sarajii pavani
In this dhama, the Lord performs unlimited pastimes;
even lilas such as the birth of Sri Bhagavan are found
here which are not present in the nitya-Iilas.
ja majjana te binahi prayasa,
mama samip nara pavahi basa
ati priva mohi ihd ke basi,
mama dhamada purt sukharasi
Merely by staying in the dhama, one is blessed
with affection from the Lord Himself. One becomes His
beloved.

One who sees any difference between the Lord
and His nama, His dhama or dhami, Sri Bhagavan Who
performed lilas here, cannot be considered a devotee, no
matter what. Even if one is a highly learned scholar, it
does not make a difference. He is certainly not a devotee.

Jja majjana te binahi prayasa,
mama samip nara pavahi basa

One realizes the Lord just by dint of just living in
the dhama. Simply by bathing and living in the dhama
will bring one to the Lord without effort. This is one of
foremost aspects of the dhama-mahima. This has also
been declared by the rasikas of Vraja and is a universal
siddhanta, truth. One achieves all perfection in the
dhama. It is a simple solution to realize God. This belief
is vital and foremost pre-requisite when one arrives in
the dhama, and stays in the dhama. Even if one has no
astha, belief, one still realizes God, but, in that case
the time duration may be greatly extended. One surely
realizes God, be it in this birth or a later one. Even the
ones without firm faith shall receive pure satsanga some
day and be purified, though it might be billions of years
or kalpas in the future. There are several proofs to this
statement and I shall talk about them later. This is the
most important aspect for people like us who are living
in and taking exclusive shelter of sri-vraja- dhama. Jai
Sri Radhe ! m
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